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HO e IS Accepting God’s love
®© o o and forgiveness

Faith-based recovery and spiritual guidance help
men and women overcome destructive habits and
grow in their relationships with God.

Nourishing
meals and
safe shelter

Restful sleep
and wholesome food
give our guests the
strength they need to
begin the hard work of
rebuilding their lives.

Compassion for
the community

Food and warm coats
uplift impoverished families
and individuals.

Renewal Adult education,

work readiness and

L, h rou g h l Zf @ supportive housing

teach our residents

ar d ] Ob Skl HS marketable skills and

help them transition to independent living.

Through the Mission’s faith-based outreach, your
generosity brings hope to people like Greg.

Your heart will be warmed by his story on Page 3.
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Executive Director Terry Wilcox is
grateful for the opportunity to offer
hope to hundreds of hurting men
and women each yeat, through your
compassion and partnership.

Bridgeport Rescue Mission
1088 Fairfield Ave.

Bridgeport, CT 06605

(203) 333-4087
BridgeportRescueMission.org

Rev. Terry Wilcox
Executive Director

Donna Romano
Director of Marketing

All stories and photos in this

newsletter are of students and guests

at Bridgeport Rescue Mission.

®

Fighting Poverty

from the Iinside Out

and Serving the
Hurting and

Homeless of Coastal

Fairfield County

Find us on:
l] facebook.

Dear Friend,

. If T were to ask each person Brid
basis to describe what “hope” is, thei
a homeless man who has come in off

Rev. Terry Wilcox
Executive Director

Mobile Kitchens

Ensure Children

Wont Go Hungry

geport Rescue Mission cares for on a daily
I' answers would be quite different. For
the streets, hope is as simple as the hot




“The Mission
gave me a
desire to be
happy and
productive.”

Your gift today and continued generosity are so deeply appreciated.

Greg has a special message for friends and donors like you:
“It’s not only physical things that your gifts provide, but also hope and change!”

P

hen Greg’s family moved to a new city right before
Whis junior year, being the new kid in school wasn’t

a problem for him. “I played baseball, [ drank beer
and I smoked pot,” he says. “So I fit in with lots of crowds.”

His drinking escalated when he went to college, and he
dropped out. He entered the world of sales — cars, copiers,
software — and was good at it. Sadly, however, alcohol and drugs remained the focus of his life.
“When my friends were moving on, having families, buying houses, building
careers, I was still acting like a teenager,” he shares.

“ [ o
He tried a variety of treatment programs, eight in all, but his sobriety MV S pll' 1 t llal

never lasted. He began to lose hope he’d ever build a meaningful life.
After the death of a friend drove him into a deep despair, he turned to ta n k Was
Bridgeport Rescue Mission.

“I've been to ‘country club’ rehabs and state rehabs and it doesn’t On em th/. ”
matter what the surroundings are. It matters who the people are,” he
explains, referring to the compassionate staff of our New Life Program who helped rekindle his faith and
guided his work therapy. Working assignments in the kitchen, greeting guests at the front desk and even
mowing the grass renewed his self-worth and made him feel productive. And serving hungry neighbors
from our Mobile Kitchen gave him a sense of satisfaction he’d never known. “Those people have
so little, and it made me realize how important a meal is... how important a
smile is,” he says.

Greg graduated from our New Life Program in December and will soon celebrate one year of
sobriety. Today he’s married, working full time and saving money so he and his wife can buy a home. He
continues to attend church and AA meetings regularly.

“I have an incredible amount of gratitude for the

Mission and everything they’ve done for me,” he shares.
“The people, the programs — they changed my life.”




We’re Grateful for Your

\ Hearts of Hope
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‘\‘ Pictured L to R: Linda, a New E Thank you to everyone who took part in our 2017 Hearts of
| '-:e P:joﬁram et * Hope women’s reception. Due to the popularity of the event,
| sharedhermoving testimony ¢, third time and location were added, allowing more than

| with Hearts of Hope guests, o . .

B e ¢ 500 friends and partners to attend. Together, they raised more
| amotherin our Guest House, o than $140,000 to support our women's ministries. We extend
| and Women'’s Program Director o @ special note of gratitude to our sponsors, table hosts and

Yeharar Vielot. « attendees.

Give Where You Live... From Memorial Day

_ /
Our 97-Day Summer Campaign bigtnhzeﬁixoiimw your wifts help provide:

—and all across coastal Fairfield
County — there are people

who are wondering where
they’ll sleep tonight... when
they’ll eat their next meal...

or how they’ll overcome their
desperate circumstances. But
because friends like you love
your neighbors and show your
compassion through your gifts to
Bridgeport Rescue Mission, they

‘ beds

prepared meals

w
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have hope!
Throughout the 97 days of summer, we’ll rely on your financial support to provide safe meals
beds, nutritious meals, essential pantry bags and faith-based counseling to homeless and ®
struggling men, women and children. Our expenses for June, July and August combined are l Countle.ss hours
expected to run as high as $750,000. This is the goal of our 97-Day Summer Campaign — — of gu1dan9e
and we need your help to meet it. ‘ ‘ ‘ and education

In addition to your regular gift today, please prayerfully consider making special
donations in June, July and August. Your generosity will ensure we can
continue to meet essential needs and provide life-changing guidance

this summer and all year round. Give online, anytime, at

opecial “Spotiight” for Gorporate Sponsors

Businesses and corporations are invited to support the Mission financially
and take part in special employee engagement and volunteer activities. In
return, you will receive a Communications Spotlight package recognizing

your group’s partnership through our radiothon, social media, press releases,
an upcoming newsletter and other forms of acknowledgement.

Plan now for your company to play a sponsorship role in our 2017
Great ThanksGiving Project by making a financial gift and dedicating a
team of 10 to 20 volunteers to take part in the many activities that make this
important outreach possible.

For more information on sponsorship packages, contact Kim Fawcett,
Major Gifts and Donor Relations Officer, at (203) 333-4087, ext. 113.





